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On the 16th July two messengers from the Governor of Hawiza
reached Basra, with a demand for the surrender of the town, failing
which the Persian forces would come and cany out a general massacre.1
Rustam Aqa, the Mutasallim (Deputy Governor), after conferring with
his advisers for some days, rejected this demand, whereupon the Persian
forces began their advance towards the frontier. Their approach to Turk-
ish soil encouraged the Muntafiq and Bani Lam Arabs, who for years
past had been in intermittent revolt against the Turks, to rebel and join
forces with the enemy. Rustam Aqa dispatched a galley and some tran-
keys to prevent the Persians and their allies from crossing to the west
bank of the ShattuVArab, but the invaders nevertheless succeeded in
crossing in boats which they had had built at Hawiza.2 On the 28th
August/8th September the Persians began the siege of the town.*
As soon as Thomas Dorrill, the Resident of the East India Co. at
Basra, heard of the threatened Persian attack, he ordered a small
brigantine belonging to the Company that was then anchored off
the town to slip away quietly by night and go to Qatif. He feared
that, if the vessel remained, the Turks would seize her and employ her
against the Persians, as they had done in the case of the two Company
ships at Basra in 1735. When the Mutasallim discovered that the
brigantine had gone, he accused Dorrill of being in league with the
Persians. Unluckily, the crew (who were mostly Basra lascars) of the vessel
mutinied before she had proceeded far, and forced the master to bring her
back. The Mutasallim was as delighted at this turn of events as Dorrill
was the reverse, and demanded the handing over of the vessel. On
Dorrill refusing, Rustam Aqa had him seized and placed for forty-eight
hours in a tent situated on the walls of the town, under a guard of Janis-
saries, and then spread stories of Dorriirs sympathy with the Persians,
with the result that his life and that of his assistant, Danvers Graves,
were in great danger from the exasperated soldiery.4 Dorrill, feeling that
death would assuredly be their portion unless he agreed to surrender the
vessel, at last gave his consent, but he managed to convey a message to
the master that he must destroy her at all hazards. The master accord-
1 Letter from Thomas Dorrill, the Resident at Ba§ra, to the East India Co., London, dated the
2oth/3ist August, 1743.
*	T.N., p. 239.
1 This is the date given by Dorrill in a further letter to London dated the 7th /i8th April, 1744.
M. Martineau, on the authority of documents in the Pondichery archives, gives the date
as the sgth August (Old Stjfe), while the record of the Ba§ra Carmelites puts it four days
further back (see the Continuatio domestic^ Bassortnsis kistoria ab &*no 1733, in the
Analecia Ordinis Carmelitarum Discalceatorum, Vol. VIII, Fasc. I, p. 66. (Rome, 1933).
*	Dorrill and Graves, in a letter to Gombroon dated the 7th/i8th December, 1743, said that
when the Persian Sardar and the Beglarbegi heard of the ffl-treatinent to which they were
being subjected, they ordered their soldiers to call out to the Mutasallim " if he was not
ashamed to treat strangers in such a manner who came into their country as Merchants*
and not to fight" (Gombroon Diary, xvth/aSth January, 1744}*

